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 WEB PAGE:                                 www.fccfindlay.org 

 WEB ADDRESSES: 

 info@fccfindlay.org  - For people who are looking for information about our church 

 pastorrick@fccfindlay.org  - For people who want to contact Pastor Rick  

 tinamiller_fcc@yahoo.com- For people who want to contact Sue Davies, Board moderator  

 about church business or the Board agenda items.  

 FCC Facebook Page:  www.facebook.com/fccfindlay 

 Church Office Hours:  9:00 am – 2:30 pm, Tuesday—Friday 

      To you wonderful folks of First Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ) of Findlay, 
 This month of March will include the second 

half of Lent, culminating in our observances and 

celebrations of Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, 

Good Friday, and Easter Sunday. 

 Throughout my ministry, I have heard people 

way that they are not qualified to share their faith, 

or that they feel that they don't have to share their 

faith and to bring people to Jesus and to the Body of 

Christ.  But whatever our life situations, our skills 

or talents, that is what each of us is called to do as 

Christians, as followers of Jesus Christ, in the ways 

in which God has uniquely gifted each of us.  And 

what  wonderful time of the church year to remem-

ber this and to think about this!  And what greater 

model do we have than Jesus Himself? 

 Jesus said, “But I am among you as one who 

serves.” (Luke 22:27).  The Apostle Paul’s idea of 

service was the same as the Lord’s: “For we do not 

proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as 

Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ 

sake.” (2 Cor inthians 4:5).  Paul’s idea of service 

was to pour his life out to the last drop for others.  

And whether he received praise or blame made no 

difference.  As long as there was one human being 

who did not know Jesus, Paul felt a debt of service 

to that person until that person did come to know 

Jesus.  But the chief motivation for Paul’s service 

was not love for others but love for his Lord.  Paul 

spent the latter part of his life for one purpose – that 

he might win people to Jesus, that he might attract 

people to the Lord, never to any cause or purpose or 

interest of his own.  Are we willing to be like Paul?  

Are we willing to do something like Jesus washing 

the disciples’ feet at the Last Supper, doing things 

that seem unimportant in human estimation but that 

count as everything to God? 

 As Oswald Chambers puts it, if our devotion is 

to the cause of humanity, we will be quickly defeat-

ed and broken-hearted, since we will often be con-

fronted with a great deal of ingratitude from other 

people.  But if we motivated by our love for God, 

no amount of ingratitude will be able to hinder us 

from serving one another. 

 Paul’s understanding of how Jesus had dealt 

with him is the secret behind his determination to 

serve others.  “…I was formerly a blasphemer, a 

persecutor, and a man of violence…”(1 Timothy 

1:13) Paul maintained.  In other words, no matter 

how badly others may have treated Paul, they could 

never have treated him with the same degree of 

spite and hatred with which he had treated Jesus 

Christ.   

 Once we fully realize that Jesus has served us 

even to the depths of our meagerness, our selfish-

ness, and our sin (including being tortured and go-

ing to the cross for us on Good Friday), nothing we 

encounter from others will be able to exhaust our 

determination to serve others for the sake of our 

Lord who rose on Easter.   That realization is an 

awesome way to celebrate Holy Week and Easter 

this year! 

 See you around this month of March.  Take 

care and God bless, Pastor Rick 
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“Forgiveness”, written by Quinn G. Cald-
well, Pastor of Plymouth Congregational 
UCC Church, Syracuse, New York.   "In 
Christ God was reconciling the world to God-
self, not counting their trespasses against 
them, and entrusting the message of reconcili-
ation to us." - 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
     You know what would make Christianity a 
lot easier? If we could just do away with this 
whole "forgiveness" thing. 
     I mean, none of the other religions requires 
it. Also, it's inefficient. Achieving it can take 
a lifetime. Also, it's not as fun as holding a 
grudge, or as just smacking the person who 
wronged you. Also, that person totally doesn't 
deserve forgiveness. They deserve an eye for 
an eye!  They deserve quid pro quo!  They 
deserve to feel bad forever! 
     Also, it's hard. 
     On the other hand, doing away with the 
whole forgiveness requirement would make 
Christianity a whole lot less, well, Christian. 
     See, here's the thing: You think forgiving 
your ex is hard? Try being a deity, getting a 
body and entering history to try to bring your 
creations back to you because you love them 
so much, and then getting killed by them. 
Now, that's hard to forgive. 
     But somehow, God did. Right? Isn't that 
why we're here? Isn't that what your church is 
built on, what inspired the music your choir 
sings, what made them write the Bible you 
read, what saved the world you live in? 
You know what would make Christianity a lot 
easier? Doing away with the whole for-
giveness thing. But then, what would be the 
point?     Prayer  God, I know you wouldn't 

ask this of me if you didn't have a plan for 
helping me do it. So, thanks for any help you 
can send my way. Amen. 

        Word List 
Alive                         

Angels 

Cross 

Dead  

Disciples 

Easter 

Father 

Gardener 

God 

Holy Ghost 

Jesus 

  

 

Joanna 

John 

Mary 

Peter 

Rabboni 

Resurrection 

Sepulchre 

Tomb 



 Prayer Needs: 
 For those with cancer and undergoing Cancer Treatment: 

     *Kathy Brinkman * Emelia (4 years old) *Fred Kretzinger *John    

 Turner (Janet Powell's nephew)  

 For those with various health issues and concerns:  

  *Erma Weist, *Doris Moore *Bob Thompson *Sherri (Kara’s friend) 

 *Ruth Fenimore 

 Peaceful and just solutions to conflicts, natural disasters, polarizing, 

police/citizen relationships, mass shootings, terrorism around the 

world, and the humanitarian crisis of refugees streaming from and 

into several parts of the world.  

 For those seeking part time employment or full-time employment 

 For those who are having trouble making ends meet 

 For those who are in physical or emotional pain 

 For our First Christian Church homebound members 

 Military personnel around the world who regularly risk their lives 

for freedom. 
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First Christian News 

Average number of service attendees for February:  47 

Amount given in February: $5196.03 

Remember to like us on Facebook- “First Christian 

Church Findlay Ohio” 
 

Melissa Drown has been a member of 

First Christian Church all of her life and 

is our featured member of the 

month.  She has been a deacon and 

now volunteers in the church nurse-

ry.  Melissa and Chad met in July 

of  2009 and started dating.  In Septem-

ber of 2014 they were married.  Chad 

enjoys being a volunteer fire fighter for 

the Vanlue Fire Department. They have 

been blessed with 2 sons, Bo and 

Luke.  The boys participate in Sunday 

School and the children's sermon.  We 

are glad to have this young family at-

tend First Christian.  

A very humble and grateful thank-you, thank you to 
all of you very special and loving people for all of 
your efforts to make my 97th birthday a very spe-
cial occasion.  
Thank you Bonnie Mc for writing and playing the 
most beautiful violin music to the simple words of 
my poem. Thank you Pastor Rick for your beautiful 
rendition of it. 
Thank you Barbara B for the beautiful cake and all 
of your special efforts for our coffee hour. 
Barbara E, Pat, Linda, LaVonne, and Sue: To all of 
you much love is due. I thank you, thank you, I 
thank you!  
Barbara E., my corsage and my decorated chair 
were very special! 
My prayer is that I have not for-
gotten anyone. I love you all! 

Martha Stoner 

March Birthdays 
3/5 Tammy Thompson 

3/9 Zoey Durain 

3/10 Sharon Booher 

3/16 Larry Marquart 

3/23 Kathy Brinkman 

3/23 Rebecca Wolfe 

3/29 Lavonne Eckert 

 

March Anniversaries 
6-Joe & Mary Ellen Byal 

 

 

 

Directions to Read “The Lamplighter” Online!  

To access “The Lamplighter” online; go to our website: http://

www.fccfindlay.org.  On the homepage of the website, please click on 

the page Current Lamplighter Newsletters. There you may choose 

from form the list of the current newsletters. Earlier editions will be 

available on the home page in the archives list. 



March 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

 1 

 

2 

9:00 am- Taize Prayer 

  

      

3 

 

4 

11:00 am -  Bible  

            Study 

 

5 

9:30 a.m.-Truth 

Seekers Bible Study 

 

 

 

6 

8:45 am-Chimes  

9:30 am - Sunday School   

10:30 am - Worship 

12:00 Coffee Hour 

 

 

7 

 

8 

 

9 

Ash Wednesday 

9:00 am- Taize Prayer       

 
 

 

 

10 

 
 

 

11 

11:00 am - Bible  

            Study 

 

12 

8:00 a.m. Men’s 

Breakfast Scrambler 

Marie’s 

9:30 a.m.-Truth 

Seekers Bible Study 

10:00 am - Board 

Meeting 
 

13   

8:45 am-Chimes  

9:30 am - Sunday School   

10:30 am - Special 

Music Worship 

12:00 Coffee Hour 

 

 

14 15 16 

9:00 am- Taize Prayer       

17 St Patrick's 

Day 

18 

11:00 am - Bible  

           Study 

 

 

 

 

 

19 

9:30 a.m.-Truth 

Seekers Bible Study 

 

20 Palm Sunday 

8:45 am-Chimes  

9:30 am - Sunday School   

10:30 am - Worship- 

12:00 pm -Coffee Hour 

2:30 pm-Fox Run Wor-

ship 

21 

 

22 23 

9:00 am- Taize Prayer 

24 Maundy 

Thursday 

7:00 Worship 

 

25 Good Friday 

Prayer Vigil through-

out the day 
 

 

26 

9:30 a.m.-Truth 

Seekers Bible Study 

 

27 Easter 

 

9:30 am - Breakfast and 

Easter Egg Hunt  

10:30 am - Worship 

 

  

 

28 29 30 

9:00 am- Taize Prayer 

31 
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Coming Up in April 2016  
Saturday, April 2 – 9:30 AM – Elders’ 

Meeting 

Saturday, April 9 – Men’s Fellowship 

Breakfast and Board Meeting 

Sunday, April 10 – Coffee Hour in 

Appreciation of Jane and John Snyder 



March Serving Schedule 

March 6  March 13 

Minister:                 Rev. Rick Pulling 

Music Coordinator:        Patty Koehler 

Pianist/Organist           Becky Pulling 

Children’s Sermon:       Robin Kretzinger 

Greeters:                 Karol Smith, John Snyder, Barb England 

Scripture Reader:          Tara Miller 

Elders:                   Barb England, Beth Reynolds 

Deacons:                 Lisa Wolf, Deb Kirk, Karol Smith 

Coffee Hour:              Team #5 Deb Kirk, Barb England, Lisa Wolfe  

Counters:                 Andy Koehler, Robin Kretzinger  

Worship Coordinator: Ed Davies 

Music Coordinator:          Patty Koehler 

Pianist/Organist            Jane Snyder 

Children’s Sermon:         Patty Koehler 

Greeters:                 David England, Tim Wolfe, Beth Reynolds, 

Martha Stoner 

Scripture Reader:           TBA 

Elders:                   Linda Pitkin, Barb England 

Deacons:                 Charlotte Ballard, Tara Miller, John Snyder      

Coffee Hour:             Team #1 Cindi Beltz, Beth Reynolds, Kathy                                                           

                         Brinkman          

Counters:                Andy Koehler, Patty Koehler 

March 20 March 27 

Minister:                  Pastor Rick  

Music Coordinator:         Patty Koehler 

Pianist/Organist            Becky Pulling 

Children’s Sermon:        Robin Kretzinger 

Greeters:                  Karol Smith, John Snyder 

Scripture Reader:          Steven Strayer 

Elders:                   Beth Reynolds, Robin Kretzinger 

Deacons:                 Barb Brown, Tim Wolfe, Cindi Beltz 

Coffee Hour:              Team #2 Pat Sharninghouse, Linda Pitkin,                                                                                  

                         Sue & Ed Davies 

Counters:                Andy Koehler & Bill Peters 

Guest Minister:            Pastor Rick 

Music Coordinator:         Patty Koehler 

Pianist/Organist           Becky Pulling 

Children’s Sermon:         Patty Koehler 

Greeters:                  Barb, England, Tim Wolfe, Beth Reynolds 

Scripture Reader:          Mercedes Williamson 

Elders:                   Nancy Peters, Barb England 

Deacons:                 Bill Peters, David England, Sue Davies 

 Coffee Hour:             Team #3 Bill & Nancy Peters, Karol Smith, 

Dale Yoder  

Counters:                 Andy Koehler & Tara Miller 

AS WE MOVE INTO MARCH…. 

 The Board is still talking with local commercial 

realtors and a community organization about the 

options for the future of our building and property, 

including possibilities of selling, donating, sharing 

existing space, etc.  The Board will keep the con-

gregation informed as discussions proceed.  Ulti-

mate decisions, of course, will be by congrega-

tional vote. 

 

 
 

March 13 
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March 

March 6– Fourth Sunday in Lent  

Scripture Reader:  Tara Miller                                      Scripture: Luke 15:1-3, 11-32  

Message:   “Turning Trash Into Treasure” 

Theme:  We have two stories.  One is a contemporary tale in the slums on Lago, Nigeria. The other is an an-
cient story about a young man who turned treasure into trash and his father who was able to transform a 
trashed life into a treasured one. 
 

March 13–Fifth Sunday In Lent / Daylight Saving Time Begins 

Scripture Reader:    TBA                                                                                     Scripture: TBA 

Message:   “Music Sunday” 

Theme:  Coordinated by Patty Koehler and Ed Davies  
 
March 20– Sixth Sunday In Lent – Palm and Passion Sunday  

Scripture Reader: Steven Strayer                                                                       Scripture: John 12:12-19  

Message:  “Batman v Superman v Jesus ”  

Theme:  A blockbuster movie opens in theaters on March 25th.  It’s a superhero movie in which two heroes 
with superpowers battle each other!  Since the movie is being released during Holy Week, it gives us an op-
portunity to take a closer look at Jesus, using the “hero” motif, on this Palm Sunday. 
 
March 24-Maundy Thursday 

Scripture Reader:  Patty Koehler, Ed Davies, Robin Kretzinger, Barb England, Linda Pitkin, Beth Reynolds 
Scripture: Luke 23:34, 43; John 19:26-27, 28, 30; Mark 15:34 

Message:  “Last Words of Christ”  

 

 March 27– Easter  

Scripture Reader: Mercedes Williamson                                                            Scripture: John 20:1-18 

Message:  “Sunday’s Here!”  

Theme:  “Fridays” are still very much a part of life.  But “Friday” is not God’s final word!  

Sharing brings Joy 
To Us.  To Others.  To God 

 The Lamplighter (USPS 904-040) is published 

monthly by the First Christian Church, 620 North 

Main Street, Findlay, Ohio 45840-3581. Second  

class postage paid at Findlay, Ohio. Postmaster:  

Send address changes to The Lamplighter,  
620 North Main Street, Findlay, Ohio 45840-3581. 
DATED MATERIAL    -    PLEASE DELIVER 

Sunday Schedule 

9:30am Sunday School 

10:30am Worship Service 

Followed by Fellowship-Coffee Hour 


