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 WEB ADDRESSES: 

 info@fccfindlay.org  - For people who are looking for information about our church 

 pastorrick@fccfindlay.org  - For people who want to contact Pastor Rick  

 jsnyder@fccfindlay.org - For people who want to contact Jane Snyder, Board moderator  
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 Church Office Hours:  9:00 am – 2:30 pm, Tuesday—Friday 

     To you wonderful folks of First Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) of Findlay, 

One of my favorite currently-living pastors and the-

ologians is R.C. Sproul.  Recently he wrote about 

the darkest night in history.  No, it’s not current day 

barbaric terrorism or violence worldwide.  Rather, 

it’s when citizens who had once greeted the famous 

Nazarene as their savior and liberator were about to 

call for their oppressors to kill Jesus.  Priests who 

should have served Him were conspiring to hand 

Him over to the Gentiles.  A company of soldiers 

was gathering to execute the arrest warrant. 

 Jesus didn’t flee.  He didn’t spend his last hours 

wallowing in self-pity or bemoaning His approach-

ing suffering.  His last words to His disciples  

weren’t a call to avenge His unjust death or a rant 

against ungodly power structures.  Instead, Jesus 

took the time to assuage the fears of His disciples 

and to prepare them for ministering in His physical 

absence.  He took the time to meet their needs, not 

His own. 

 Jesus focused on others, not Himself, just before 

He went to the cross. 

 We learn this from the Farewell Discourses of 

Jesus Christ record in John 13-17.  There we read of 

how Jesus sought to comfort His closest disciples 

on the eve of His passion and to give them what 

they would need to know to sustain them until He 

returns.  I urge you at some point during Lent and 

Holy Week (all in the month of March) to read that 

story in John 13-17. 

 R.C. Sproul goes on to say that in the Farewell 

Discourses, Jesus teaches extensively on what it 

means to be a Christian.  But the instruction we read 

isn’t inaccessible, dry, academic teaching – it’s the-

ology for life.  We see Jesus teaching on what it 

means to abide in Him and to draw strength from 

Him as branches draw their strength from a vine.  

We read of the Spirit’s work in empowering us for 

service.  These words give the core truths for fruit-

ful Christian thinking and living. 

 During this Lent (from Ash Wednesday until 

Easter), we are piggybacking upon these teachings 

of Jesus in our worship themes and in the adult Sun-

day School class.  We will be exploring what it 

means, biblically, to be a Christian and a church 

member.  This sermon series and follow-up adult 

Sunday School lessons will be based on the book I 

Am A Church Member, by Thom A. Rainer . 

 Will you join us this Lent to dig deeper into Je-

sus’ teachings on what it means to be a follower of 

His and as we look deeper into our own hearts and 

make a commitment or a renewal of our commit-

ment to Jesus Christ and to the wonderful, fulfilling, 

challenging, comforting, expanding, and strengthen-

ing life to which He is calling each of us! 

  I hope to see you around this month of March! 

  Blessings in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and 

Savior, Pastor Rick 
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Each Friday during Lent (March 6, 13, 20, and 27), 

from 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM, the labyrinth in the 

basement will be open for church members and 

friends to use.  Many fined that meditative prayer is 

the best way to utilize the labyrinth. There are 

guidelines for prayerful meditations available near 

the labyrinth, or one may choose to do one's own 

prayerful meditation.  We will have our annual 

Prayer Vigil, as well, on Good Friday, April 3 (a 

sign-up will be on the hallway bulletin board later 

in March).   

 

Daily Lenten Devotions 2015 (and we're sorry that 

they arrived at the church late) "Into the Wilder-

ness" are available in the narthex and on a bench in 

the office hallway. They are published by the Socie-

ty of St. Andrew which is dedicated to gleaning 

America's fields to feed America's hungry and is 

partnering with our Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ).  

 

DEVOTION 

[Jesus] said to [the Pharisees], “The Sabbath was 

made for humankind, and not humankind for the Sab-

bath.” 

- Mark 2:27 (NRSV) 

We were headed to church one Sunday morning when 

my dad made a turn in the opposite direction. I asked 

where we were going, and he told me we were going 

to worship God in a different way that day. Always up 

for something new, I was excited about this adventure. 

He explained that we were on our way to visit his 

friend’s grandmother. Since his friend had moved 

away there was really no family to visit with her. For 

the next hour we sat in a small apartment that had a 

distinct musty odor, spending time with a deeply ap-

preciative and lonely woman. When the visit was 

over, we left with a promise from my dad to return. 

That happened over 30 years ago. After that initial vis-

it, my dad continued to regularly visit this woman. He 

would converse with her, fix small things, and some-

times help with grocery shopping, if needed. 

My dad showed me another among many ways to 

worship God and taught me that worship does not 

have to be limited to a church service. Worship in 

church is important because it is done in a community 

that loves God and wants to express that love. That is 

exactly what my father and I did when we visited this 

woman. We shared God’s love with her. It is the same 

lesson that Christ demonstrated; helping those in need 

is always a good option. 

Prayer 

Dear God, help us to keep the Sabbath in our deeds by 

remembering that we are to love others because you 

first loved us. Amen. 

Matthew L. Reger (Ohio, USA) 



 Prayer Needs: 

 For those with cancer and undergoing Cancer Treat-

ment:    *Kathy Brinkman    *Emelia (4 yrs old) 

  For those with various health issues and concerns: 

*Molly Stiles (Karol Smith's niece) *Bill Shepherd 

(Karol Smith’s son)  *Chad Mitsch (Robin Kretzinger's 

nephew) *Fred (Linda Pitkin’s brother) 

 For First Christian Church’s Homebound Members 

 For growth in all ministries and areas of service at             

 First Christian Church  

 For those who are seeking employment 

 For those having trouble making ends meet 

 For peaceful and just solutions to conflicts around the 

world. 
 

 

March Birthdays   
  

3/5   Tammy Thompson      

3?9    Zoey Durain         

3/10   Sharon Booher                    

3/16   Larry Marquart                  

3/19   Korbin Ritter-Butz         

3/23   Kathy Brinkman           

3/23   Rebecca Wolfe             

3/29   Lavonne Eckert  

 

March Anniversaries 
 

3/6   Joe & Mary Ellen Byal 
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First Christian News 

Average number of service attendees for February: N/A  

Amount given in January: $3730.42 

Remember to like us on Facebook-”First Christian Church Findlay Ohio” 

Directions to Read “The Lamplighter” Online!  

To access “The Lamplighter” online; go to our website: http://www.fccfindlay.org.  On the homepage of 

the website, please click on the page Current Lamplighter Newsletters. There you may choose from 

form the list of the current newsletters. Earlier editions will be available on the home page in the  

archives list. 

The featured family on our hallway bulletin board for 

March is John and Jane Snyder.  We are so grateful 

for all that Jane and John do for our church -- Jane 

is, and has been for several years, our Church Modera-

tor as well as our part-time organist and pianist.  John 

is, and has been for several years, our Church Treas-

urer and a Trustee.  Both give freely of their time and 

energy to the church.  We so appreciate Jane's lead-

ership and John's attention to detail  

 



March 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

8:45 Chimes Prac. 

9:30 am - Sunday 

School   

10:30 am - Worship 

12:00 p.m.-Coffee Hour 

12:15 p.m.-Membership/

Fellowship Team Meeting  

 

2 3 

 

4 

9:00 am- Taize Prayer 

 

 

 

 

5 

 

6 

11:00 am - Bible  

            Study 

10:00-2:00 Labyrinth 

open for meditation 

 

 

7 

9:300 a.m.-Truth 

Seekers Bible Study 

 

8 

Daylight Savings Begins 

 

8:45 Chimes Prac. 

9:30 am - Sunday 

School   

10:30 am - Worship 

12:00 pm -Coffee Hour 

 

9 

 

10 

 

11 

9:00 am- Taize Prayer       

 
 

 

 

12 

 
 

 

13 

11:00 am - Bible  

            Study 

10:00-2:00 Labyrinth 

open for meditation 

14 

9:300 a.m.-Truth 

Seekers Bible Study 

10:00 am - Board 

Meeting 

 
 

 

15 

8:45 Chimes Prac. 

9:30 am - Sunday 

School   

10:30 am - Worship 

12:00 Coffee Hour 

2:30 pm-Fox Run Wor-

ship 

 

             

16 17 18 

9:00 am- Taize Prayer       

19 20 

11:00 am - Bible  

           Study 

 

10:00-2:00 Labyrinth 

open for meditation 

 

 

 

 

21 

9:300 a.m.-Truth 

Seekers Bible Study 

 

22 
  

8:45 Chimes Prac. 

9:30 am - Sunday 

School   

10:30 am - Worship 

12:00 pm -Coffee Hour 

23 

 

24 25 

9:00 am- Taize Prayer 

26 27 

11:00 am - Bible  

           Study 

10:00-2:00 Labyrinth 

open for meditation 

 
 

28 

9:300 a.m.-Truth 

Seekers Bible Study 

 

4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 

Family Fun Night 

29 

8:45 Chimes Prac. 

9:30 am - Sunday 

School   

10:30 am - Worship 

12:00 pm -Coffee Hour 

30 31     
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Dates to remember: 

Thursday, April 2, Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Service 7:00 p.m. 

Friday, April 3, Good Friday Prayer Vigil, 

Sunday, April 4, Easter, Easter Breakfast, Easter Egg Hunt 

Sunday, May 3 Spring Fling 



March Serving Schedule 

March 1 March 8 

 

Minister:                 Rev. Rick Pulling 

Music Coordinator:        Patty Koehler 

Pianist/Organist           Jane Snyder 

Children’s Sermon:       Robin Kretzinger 

Greeters:                 David England, Barb England, Tim Wolfe, Beth 

Reynolds 

Scripture Reader:         Kathy Marquart 

Elders:                   Linda Pitkin & Robin Kretzinger 

Deacons:                 Bill Peters, David England, Sue Davies 

Coffee Hour:              Team #1 Cindi Beltz, Larry & Kathy Marquart, 

Beth Reynolds, Kathy Brinkman 

Counters:                Andy Koehler & Robin Kretzinger 

 

 

Minister: Rev. Rick Pulling 

Music Coordinator:          Patty Koehler 

Pianist/Organist            Becky Pulling 

Children’s Sermon: Patty Koehler 

Greeters:                  Larry Marquart, Karol Smith, John Snyder, 

Barb England 

Scripture Reader:           Steven Strayer 

Elders:                    Kathy Brinkman & Nancy Peters  

Deacons:                  Lisa Wolfe, Deb Kirk, Karol Smith 

Coffee Hour:             Team #2 Pat Sharninghouse, Linda Pitkin, 

                         Sue & Ed Davies 

 Counters:                 Andy Koehler & Patty Koehler 

March 15 March 22 

Guest Minister:            Steven Strayer 

Music Coordinator:         Patty Koehler 

Pianist/Organist            Jane Snyder 

Children’s Sermon:        Robin Kretzinger 

Greeters:                  David England, Tim Wolfe, Beth Reynolds, 

Martha Stoner 

Scripture Reader:          Robin Kretzinger 

Elders:                   Kathy Marquart & Linda Pitkin 

Deacons:                 Charlotte Ballard, Tara Miller, John Snyder 

Coffee Hour:              Team #3: Bill & Nancy Peters. Karol Smith 

Pat & Dale Yoder      

Counters:                 Andy Koehler & Bill Peters 

Minister:                  Rev. Rick Pulling 

Music Coordinator:         Patty Koehler 

Pianist/Organist           Becky Pulling 

Children’s Sermon:         Patty Koehler 

Greeters:                  Karol Smith, Larry Marquart, John Snyder, 

Kathy Marquart 

Scripture Reader:          Mercedes Williamson 

Elders:                   Kathy Brinkman & Beth Reynolds 

Deacons:                  Barb Brown, Tim Wolfe, Cindi Beltz 

Coffee Hour:               Team #4 Barb Brown, Patty Koehler, Lisa 

Wolfe  

 Counters:                 Andy Koehler & Tara Miller  

March 29  

Minister:                  Rev. Rick Pulling 

Music Coordinator:         Patty Koehler 

Pianist/Organist           Becky Pulling 

Children’s Sermon:         Patty Koehler 

Greeters:                  Larry Marquart, Barb England, Tim Wolfe, 

Beth Reynolds 

Scripture Reader:          Kathy Marquart 

Elders:                   Beth Reynolds & Kathy Marquart 

Deacons:                  Bill Peters, David England, Sue Davies 

Coffee Hour:               Team #5: Deb Kirk, Barb England, Kathleen 

Schaffer  

 Counters:                 Andy Koehler & Patty Koehler  
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March 



               
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

March Sermon Themes 
Overall Sermon Theme in March:  These will be parts 2 – 6 of a 6-week Lenten sermon series where we will explore, 
biblically, what it means to be a Christian and a church member.   
This sermon series is based on the book by Thom S, Rainer, I Am A Church Member  

 

March 1-Second Sunday of Lent 

Scripture Reader:  Kathy Marquart                                                         Scripture:   

Message:   “Being Unifying Church Members ” 

 

 March 8– Third Sunday of Lent 

Scripture Reader:  Steven Strayer                                                                                       Scripture: Philippians 2:5-11  

Message:   “It’s Not About Our Preferences and Desires ” 
                  
March 15– Fourth Sunday of Lent  

Guest Preacher: Steven Strayer 

Scripture Reader:  Robin Kretzinger                                          Scripture:  Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 

Message: “Pray for our Church Leaders ”    

                                                      

 March 22-Fifth Sunday of Lent  

Scripture Reader: Mercedes Williamson                                                  Scripture: Ephesians 5:22-33 

Message:  “Let us lead our families to be healthy church members ”   

 

March 29-Sixth Sunday of Lent/Palm Sunday 

Scripture Reader: Kathy Marquart                                              Scripture: Matthew 20:20-28  

Message:  “Let us Treasure Church Membership as a Gift”   

 
 
  

Sharing brings Joy 
To Us.  To Others.  To God 

 The Lamplighter (USPS 904-040) is published 

monthly by the First Christian Church, 620 North 

Main Street, Findlay, Ohio 45840-3581. Second  

class postage paid at Findlay, Ohio. Postmaster:  

Send address changes to The Lamplighter,  
620 North Main Street, Findlay, Ohio 45840-3581. 
DATED MATERIAL    -    PLEASE DELIVER 

Sunday Schedule 

9:30am Sunday School 

10:30am Worship Service 

Followed by Fellowship-Coffee Hour 


